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"@KCUA Café" is a part of art project "Where the
Water Flows?" which is one of 12 projects of the
exhibition "Trouble in Paradise / Medi(t)ation of
Survival" organized by the National Museum of
Modern Art, Kyoto, in summer 2010.

The Lake Biwa Canal, which was constructed 120
years ago, is the cornerstone of the modernization
of Kyoto City. Meanwhile, today, in the western end
of Kyoto, many old houses and bamboo forests
are being destroyed to make way for freeway
construction.

'Aqua-Café' project was to build a temporay space
for drinking water in front of the National Museum
of Modern Art alongside the Canal, using the water
from the Canal and approximately 12 tons of Edo-
period earth of an old house with several dozen

bamboos which were carried from the western end
of Kyoto-city.
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5 days of Aqua-Café
August 18-22,2010
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Where the water flows : Aqua-Café

Aqua-Café was one of the 12 art projects in
the exhibition “Trouble in Paradise/Medi(t)ation
of Survival” which was organized in 2010 by
The National Museum of Modern Art, Kyoto.

In 2010, Lake Biwa Canal, running just beside
MoMAK, reached its 120th anniversary. As the
first large public engineering work in Japan,
it was built in order to reconstruct Kyoto,
which had declined after the Meiji Restoration.
The canal generated electric power, ways of
transporting goods, rice, charcoal or wood,
and changed the eastern provincial area into

a cultural park.

Now, at the western end of the City of Kyoto, Oe
area where KCUA is located, the construction of
the freeway has destroyed many traditional houses
and bamboo forests.

To reconsider the modernity of Kyoto from the
viewpoint of water, Aqua-Café was built by mixing
the water from the canal and 12 tones of earth
from Oe area with bamboos to create a temporary
space for drinking water in front of MOMAK.

The ellipse plan came from the First Pit Shaft
of Lake Biwa Canal, which was built by manual
excavation to a depth of about 47 meters 125 years
ago for making the first tunnel of the Canal. Many
workers died from the hard labor of digging.

In Aqua-Café project, being independent of the
market economy and getting materials without
purchasing them were so much important as
making the art work itself. Today, in art as well as
in architecture, we use materials bought at the
market. All those materials are industrial products.
As Marcel Duchamp said, all the art works in
the modern capitalist society are "ready-made"
consisting of industrial products.

Against this current trends, our approach consists
of :

1_using natural material in principle, such as earth,
bamboo, straw and water,

2_getting materials directly from the regional
environment without purchasing them,

3_reusing the materials after removal for another
work or project.

This project would not have been realized without
new relationships among various domains in the
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society, for example, local residents, carpenters,
traditional plasterers, construction companies and
Kyoto City Waterworks Bureau. In other words,
Aqua-Café was a trial to create an alternative
configuration of values and conditions of artistic
activity, including materials and techniques.

After the exhibition, the body is decomposed and
the materials of earth and bamboos are brought
back and reused.

This project also refers to the reconsideration
of the relationship between material and form.
According to Aristotle, hyle (material or matter)
is a potential and passive element which comes
into being as energeia (actual thing) with a given
eidos (form). But hyle remains constant throughout
the process of change. It is dunamis (potentiality)
inherent to everything.

We destroy the form of an actual thing, for
example, the form of Aqua-Café, but not the
material. In other words, through destruction, hyle
is liberated from the eidos (form) forced by human
beings and turns back to the state of dunamis.

We human beings tend to see the world from
the viewpoint of the form which we pressed
upon the material. This is dualism of creation
and destruction, which is connected with
anthropocentrism. But if we see the world from
the viewpoint of hyle (material or matter), all things
are dunamis (potential beings) in the state of flux
without end.

Aqua-Café is neither an "art work" nor an "end”,
but simply is a temporary form or a network of
relations which the primary material (hyle)—earth
and water—takes in the process of constant
change.
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